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I.. is truly aſtoniſhing, that the ſtudy of Propheey. is 
yot only neglected, but treated with contempt; when 
in the firſt Chapter ot St. John's Revelation, à bleſſiag 
is pronounced on him that readeth, and thoſe who hear 
the words of that Prophecy. For my own part, | am 


anxious to partake of this benediction, and ſhall therefore 


ditregard the comments of men. 

IT is not my intention to diſcuſs ſuch Prophecies as 
have been fulfilled ; unleſs they materially relate to my 
preſent obj &. But 1 ſhall cloſely inveſtigate whether 
we are, or are not to expect, the Perſonal Appearance 
of Chriſt ; and likwiſe at what period his coming is to 
happen, aud the Millenium to commence. 

Ir will be in this place neeeſſary, briefly to confidew 
the ſecond and feventh chapters of Daniel, In the (rf 
of theſe Nebuchadnezar's dream of the Image, figur- 
ing tour great Empires. In the ſecond are four Beaſts, 
which more tully. explain om lame thing; and in _ 
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a fifth Empire is promiſed ; which is to belong te the 
Siints, and to one like unto the Son of Man; who 1s to 
have dominion over a'l people, nations, and languages, 
a d whoſe kingdom is not to be deſtroyed The our firſt 
reat kingdoms are umve: (ally allowed t » be, the Baby- 
Icnith, Medo- Perſian, Grecian, ani Roman Empires. 
And the fitth is cer ainly yet to come. 
gur this fifth Monarchy is generally taken in a figura- 
tive ſenſe To this | anſwer, that in that way Scripture 
chuld not be tulfilied. The Prophets every where ſpeak 
ot the reſtoration ot the deſcendants of Jacob, and the 
glorious reign ot the Mcfſhih upon harth. And w.thout 
doubt the ſcattered Jews are to be gathered together; 
and to become the ſear of Empire It is true, they de- 
nied and crucified. Chriſt at his fiſt coming ;z; but in 
doing fo, the Sacred Writings were confirmed Two 
comings are pointed out by innumerable paſſages; 1or 
the reign of the Mefſi.h upon Farth, is the great ſubject 
on which the Infpirea Writers refcice. And as the fiſt 
was a ſtate of ſufferings and humility ; the latter muſt 
be of power and glory, whch will fulfil all the pre- 
dictions, as to the |cwith nation. 

BeroRE the firſt coming of ſeſus, the manner of his 
bath, and death; his riding into Jeruſalem upon an 
A's ; the nature ot his Veſture, and various other things, 
were toretold; which were not figuratively, hut literally 
fu:hlled. In the nineteenth chapter of St. John's Re- 
velation, ſome very minute particulars, as to his ſecond 
appearance, are likewiſe declared in the following words, 
And l ſaw Heaven opened, and behold a white Horſe; 
and he that far upon him was called Faithful and I rue, 
** and in Rightevutnets he doth judge and make war. 


His eyes were as a flame ot fire, and on his head were 


„% man 
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many Crowns, and he had a name written, which na 
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Man knew but he Himſelf ; and he was clhthed in x 
Veſture dipt in Blood: and his Name is called, The. 
Word of God. And the Armies which were in Hea- 
ven followed him upon white Horſes, clothed in fine 
Linen, white and clean. And out of his Mouth goeth 


* a ſharp Sword, that with it he ſhould ſmite the Na- 


tions: and he ſhall rule them with a rod of iron: 
and he treadeth the wine-preſs of the fierceneſs and 
wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his Veſture 
and on his Thigh a. Name written, KING oy 
KINGS and LORD or LORDS. Anil 
ſaw an Angel ſtanding in the Sun; and he cried with 
a loud Voice, ſaying unto all the Fowls that fly in 
the midſt of Heaven, come, and gather ycurſelve to- 
gether unto the ſupper of the great God; that ye may 
eat the fleſh of Kings, and the fleſh of Captains, and 
the fleſh of mighty Men, and the fleſh of Horſ.s, and 
of them that fit upon them, and the fleſh of all Men, 
both free and bond, both ſmall and great, And I 
ſaw the Beaſt and the Kings of the Earth, and their 
Armies gathered together to make War againſt him' 
that ſat on the Horſe, and againſt bis Army. Andthe 
Beaſt was taken. and with him the falſe Prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with which he had de- 
ceived them that had received the mark of the Beaſt, 
and them that worſhipped his Image. Theſe both 
were caſt. alive into a Lake of Fire, burning with Brim- 
ſtone. And the remnant were ſlain with the ſword of 
him that ſat upon the Horſe, which ſword. proceeded” 
out of his mouth: and all the Fowls were filled with 
their Fleſh,” a 
Now, how could it with truth be ſaid, “ That no 
Man thall know his Name but Himſelf,” unleſs. he 


comes again as Man ?—Why ſhould it be © written 
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« on his Veſture and on his Thigh, KING ex KINGS 


« and LORD or LORDS?” The colour of his 
Garment is to be that of Blood. He is now to ride upon 
a white Horſe, whereas he formerly rode on an Aſs. 
The Beaſt and the Kings of the Earth, are to make War 
on him, and to lead their Armies againſt him and his 
Army. In ſhort the whole deſcription denotes, a ſecond 


1 appearance in Power and Glory; when he wilt - 


actually the King of the Kings of the Earth; and 
— eſtabliſh Juſtice and true Religion throughout the 
orld. | 
Bu r the twentieth chapter of the Revelations, makes 
this matter, if poſſible, ſtill clearer, ** And I faw an 
«« Angel come down from Heaven, having the key of 
„ the bortomleſs pit, and a great chain in his hand. 
* And he laid hold on the Dragon, that old Serpent, 
„ which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him a thou- 
« {and years, And caſt him into the bottomleſs Pit, 
and ſhut him up, and ſet a ſeal upon him, that he 
*« fhould deceive the nations no more, till the thouſand 
«+ years ſhould be fulfilled : and after that he muſt be 


« Jooſfed a little ſeaſon. And | ſaw thrones, and they 


4 fat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 


„% and | ſaw the ſouls of them that were beheaded for 
„ the witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word of God; and 


« which had not worſhipped the beaſt, neither had re- 
„ ceived his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 


© hands; and they lived and reigned with Chriſt a 


% thouſand years, But the reſt of the dead lived not 


„again until the thouſand years were finiſhed. This is 
© the firſt Reſurrection. Bleſſed and Holy is he that hath 


© part in the firſt ReſurreQion : on ſuch the ſecond death 


„ hath no power, but they ſhall be Prieſts of God and 


Sof Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a — | 


-> 
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« And when the thouſand years are expired, Satan 
„ ſhall be looſed out of his priſon, and ſhall go aut to 
«« deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of 
„ the Earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together 
« to battle, the number of whom is as the ſand of the 
« Sea, And they went up on the breadth of the Earth, 
«© and comp⸗ ſſed the camp of the Saints and the beloved 
« city: and fire came down from God out of Heaven, 
« and devoured them: And the Devil that deceived 
« them, was caſt into the Lake of fire and brimſtone, 
«« where the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet are, and ſhall 
«© be tormented day and night, for ever and ever. And 
«« ] ſaw a great white Throne, and him that ſat. on it, 
* from whoſe face the Earth and the Heavens fled a- 
«© way, and there was found no place for them. And I 
4% ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God; 
«© and the books were opened: and another book was 
% opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
«« judged out of thoſe things which were written in the 
% books according to their works. And the Sea gave 
« up the dead which were in it; and Death and Hell 
« delivered up the Dead which were in them; and 
„they were judged every Man according to their works. 
« And Death and Hell were caſt into the Lake of pre: 
« This in the ſecond Death. And wholoever was not 
found written in the book of life, was caſt into the 
« Lake of fire.” 

Now can any thing be clexrer, than that Chriſt and 
his elect ſhall reign and live on this Earth, for one thou- 
ſand years? This was the belief of the early Chriſtians, 
and they wiſely haſted to ſhed their blood, as Martyrs, 
being certain of riſing again, and partaking of Milleni- 
um. The idea of thoſe who have never examined this 
part of Scripture, is that Chriſt's ſecond coming is — 

ca . 
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end of the World, and the final judgment of all Men. 
But ſurely, language cannot in plainer terms, aſſert the 


reverſe. A firſt reſurrection and one thouſand year: c 


after it, are clearly expreſſe |, before this preſent Globe 
paſſes away; and then the laſt judgment is to take place; 
Nor can the ingenuity of Man, give this Prophecy aoy 


other explanation, 
i SHALL now proceed to an enquiry as to the times 


of this glorions event, when the Millenium is to follow, 
and in doing fo, it will be neceſſary to conſider minutely 
the fourth kingdom, mentioned in Daniel, and the ſubſe- 
quent events. In the ſecond chapter of chat Prophet, 
beginning with the fortieth verſe, is as follows. And 
the fourth kingdom ſhall be ſtrong as iron: foraſmuch 
as iron breaketh in pieces, and ſubdueth all things: 
„ ard as iron that breaketh all theſe, ſhall it break in 
% pieces and bruiſe, And whereas thou ſaweſt the feet 
and toes, part of potters clay, and part of iron: the 
* kingdom ſhall be divided, but there ſhall be in it of 
the ſtrengrh of the iron, foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt the 
„ iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the 
© feet were part of iron, and part of clay; ſo ihe king- 
„ dom ſhall be partly ſtrong, and partly broken. And 
„% whereas thou ſaweſt iron mixed with miry clay, they 
«« ſhall mingle themſelves with the ſeed of Men : but 
«© they ſhall not cleave one. to another, even as iron is 
% not mixed with clay. And in the days of theſe Kings 
«© ſhall the God of Heaven ſet up a Kingdom, which 


« ſhall never be deſtroyed ; and the Kingdom ſhall not 


« be left to other People, but it ſhall break in pie 
* and conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall and 


«© was cut out of the Mountain without hands, and that 


it brake in pieces the iron, the braſs, the clay, the 
| „ filyer 
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„% for ever. Foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt that the ſtone ”, 
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# tler, and the gold; the great God bath inkds 
4% known to the King what ſhall come to paſs hereafter ; 
« and the dream 1s certain, and the interpretation 


les thereof ſute.” 


Iv the ſeventh chapter of Daniel from the ſeventh 
verſe, this matter is ſtill more fully treated of. Attet 
„this, I ſaw in the night viſions, and behold, a fourth 
«© Beaſt, dreadiul and terrible, and firong exceedingly ; 
„% and it had great iron teeth: it deyoured and break in 
« pieces, and ftamped the reſidue with the feet of it, 
« and it was diverſe from all the Beaſts that were be- 
« fore it, and it had ten Horns. I conſidered the Horns, 
4% and behold, there came up among them another lit= 
« tle Horn before whom there were three of the fiſt 


„% Horns plackt up by the roots: and behold, in this 


« Horn were eyes like the eyes of a Man, and a Mouth 
« ſpeakieg great things. I beheld till the Thrones were 
„ caſt down, and the Ancient of Days did fit, whoſe 
„% Garment was white as Snow, and the Hair of his Head 
© like the pure Wool: his Throne was like the fiery 
« flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery ſtream 


iſſued and came forth from before him: choufand 


« thouſands miniſtred unto him, and ten thouſand. 
% times ten thomſand ſtood before him: the judgment 
% was ſet, and the books were opened. I bebeld then 
« beeanſe of the voice of the great words which the 
„% Horn ipake : I beheld even till the Beaſt was lain, and 
« his body deftroyed, and given to the burning flame. 
« As concerning the reit of the Beafts, they had their 
« dominion taken awty ; yet their lives were prolonged 
* for a ſeafon and time. Ta in the night viſions, and 
« behold one like the Son of Man, came with the clouds 
of Heaven, an.| came to the Ancient of Days, and 
«« they brought him near before him. And there was 
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given him dominion and glory, and a Kingdom, that 
all people, nations and languages, ſhould ferve him: 
his dominion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall 


not paſs away, and his kingdom that which ſhall notci WM 1. 
be deſtroyed, I Daniel was grieved in my tpirit, in Li 
the midſt of my body, and the viſions of my head MW... | 
troubled me. I came near unto one of them that MF, 
ſtood by, and aſked him the truth of all this: fo he S .. | 
told me, and made me know the interpretation of the 4. 
thing. Theſe great Beaſts, which are four, are four. "Ws. 
Kings, which ſhall ariſe out of the Earth, But the 4. ö 
ſaints of the Moft High ſhall take the Kingdom, and 8; 
oſſeſs the Kingdom tor ever, even for ever and ever. 4 , 
Then I would know the truth of the fourth Beaſt, 3 
« which was diverſe from all the others, exceeding. | F 
4% dreadful, whoſe teeth were of iron, and his nails of i q 
& braſs, which devoured, brake in pieces, and ſtamped. = 
« the reſidue with his feet. And of the ten Horns that I) 
« were on his head, and of the other which came up- — 


« and before whom three tell, even of that Horn that 
« had eyes, and a mouth that ſpake very great things, 
« whoſe look was more ſtout than his fellows. I beheld, 
« and the ſame. Horn made war with the ſaints and pre- 
« yailed againſt them: Until the Ancient of Days came, 
11 « and judgment was given to the ſaints of the Moſk 
2: 1 « High ; and the time came that the ſaints poſſ-fſed the 
| 4% Kingdom Thus he ſaid, The fourth Beaſt ſhall be 
6 the fourth Kingdom upon Earth, which ſhall be Ci- 
« verſe from all Kingdoms, and ſhall devour the whole 
« Earth, and ſhall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 
« Ang the ten Horns out of his Kingdom are ten Kings 
« that ſhall ariſe : and another ſhall ariſe after them, 
« and he ſhall be diverſe from the firſt, and he ſhall 
* ſubdue three Kings. And he ſhall ſpeak great words 
| E againſt 
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* againſt the Moſt High, and ſhall wear out the ſaints 
E's of the Moſt High, and think to change times and 
© laws: and they ſhall be given into his hand, until a 
* time and times and the dividing of time, But the 
„judgment ſhall fit, and they Mall take away his do- 
„ minion, to conſume, and to deſtroy it uuto the end. 
And the Kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs of 
the Kingdom under the whole Heaven, ſhall be given 
to the people of the ſaints of the Moſt High, whoſe 
$ <* Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and all domini. 
ons ſhall ſerve and obey him.” | 
Arx Commentators are agreed, that the Legs of Iron 
and the fourth Beaſt denote the Roman Empire. But 
Sir Iſaac Newton well abſerves, that it only means 
Italy, and thoſe Countries of Europe which neyer come 
poſed any part of the firſt three Beaſts ; for in this very 
Prophecy it is ſaid, ** That the lives of the reſt of the 
„ Beaſts were prolonged, though their dominion was 
„taken away.” Now, when the Roman Empire was 
divided into Eaſtern and Weſtern, the latter Empire 
ontained only what conſtituted the fourth Beaſt, and 
he tormer was made up of the other three. | 
Tas fourth B:aſt, or Weſtern Roman Empire, was to 
break into ten Kingdoms, as denoted by the Toes of 
he Image, and the ten Horns of the Beaſt ; and then 
nother Kingdom, or little Horn, was to ariſe, which 
vas · to be of a very different nature, and is indeed one 
df the moſt marked ſubjeAs of Prophecy. In order. 
herefore, to know where we are to look for this little: 
r eleventh Horn, we muſt firſt ſee at what period the 
eſtern Empire was divided into ten Kingdoms. | 
Fox this I ſhall quote a paſſage from Sir Iſaac New- 
on's Treatiſe on Prophecy; a Book which I moſt ſeri- 
uſly recommend to all who ſtudy theſe important ſub- 
Qs, His ſixth chapter begins thus, Now, 


FS. 


# Now, by the Wars above deſcribed the Weſlern [ 
* Empire of the Romans, about the time that Rome 
* was beſieged and taken by the Goths, became broken 
| “ into the following ten Kingdoms. 
1 „ . The Kingdom of the Vandals and Alans, in 
F Spain and Africa. 
« 2. The Kingdom ot the Suevians, in Spain. 
* 3. The Kingdom of the Viſigoths. 
% 4. he Kingdom of the Alans, in Gallia, 
90 5 The Kingdom of the Burgundians. 
% 6. The Kingdom of the Franks. 
4 7 The Kingdom of the Britains. 
* $8 The Kingdom of the Hunns, 1 
„% be Kingdom of the Lombards. | 
* 10. The Kingdom of Ravenna.” 
| From the fame Author I find that this diviſion"of the 
Weftern Empire was compleated about the year 408; 
and as the little Horn was to ariſe after them, and to 
grow up amongſt them, we know to a certainty, that 
we are not to look for it, prior to that æra. This 
eleventh Horn was to have Eyes like the Eyes of a Man, 
and a Mouth ſpeaking great things; and his look was 
more ſtout than his fellows, and he was to ſubdue three] 
Kings, and to ſpeak great Words againſt the Moſt High, | 
and io have power for a time, times, and halt a time. | 
Sir Iſaac tt us explains theſe paſſages: Kings are put 
for Kingdoms, as above; and therefore the little Horn 
is a litile Kingdom. It was a Horn of the tourth 
** Beaſt, and ronted up three of his firſt Horns; and 
therefore we ate io look for it among the Nations of 
the Latin Empire, after the riſe of the ten Horns, 
But it was a Kingdom of a different kind from the 
other ten Kingdoms; having a Life or Soul peculiar 
* ko itſelf, wah Eyes and a Mouth, By its Eyes it was 
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« a Seer; and by its Mouth ſpeaking great things, and 
« changing times and laws, it was a Prophet as well as 
« a King And ſuch a Seer, a Prophet, and a King, 
« js the Church of Rome,” 
Fox the fuller examination of the riſe of the Papal 
ower, | muſt now turn to the Revelation of St. John. 
Fo his thirteenth chapter and iſt verſe are theſe words, 
« And I ſaw a wild Beaſt ariſe up ou of the Sea, having 
« ſeven Heads and ten Horns, and upon his Horns ten 
% Crowns, and upon his Heads the names of Blatphemy.“ 
In the fiith verſe, “ Aud there was given unto him a 
« Mouth, ſpeaking great things, and Bla!phemies ; and 
« power was given unto him forty and two Manths.“ 
In the ſeventh verſe, ** And it was given unto him to 
„% make War with the Saints, and to vercome them.” 
Now, this is only a fuller deſcription of the little Horn 
ot Daniel; and we find from it, that time, times, and 
half a time, are forty and two Mont!s. In the ſeven» 
teenth chapter of Revelation, the Papal power is more 
fuily detcribed under the name of Babylon and the Great 
Whore ; and the ſeven Heads are thus explained, verſe 
the ninth : “ Here is the Mind which has Wildom The 
*« ſeven Heads are ſeven Mountains, on which the Wo- 
% man ſits.” and the eighteenth verſe ſays, ** And the: 
„% Women which thou ſaweſt, is the great City whick 
«© 1c1gns over the Kings of the Earth.” Which anſwers: 
to Rome, and to no other place whatever. | 
Bur as theſe paſſages of Scripture deſcribe the Papal 
powers, fo duih the twel'th chapter point out the pro- 
greis of the true Church, under the name of a Woman, 


cloathed with the Sun, and the Moon under her Feet, 
Now, we 


and upon hei Head a Crown of twelve Stars. 


are told, this Woman 1 10 go into the Wilderneſs, Where 
the was to be nouriſhed jor a time, times, and bait & 
| ume. 
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time. This is juſt the period that the little Horn, or 
falſe Church is to have power. As therefore the Wo- 
man is to go into diſtreſs, when the Papal power ariſes. 
If we can find out a date, before which it is foretold that 
the Woman goes into the Wilderneſs, a new light will 
be thrown on the riſe of the Reaſt. 

Tux fourteenth verſe ot the twelfth chapter of Reve- 
lation ſays, ** And to the Woman were given two wings 
of a great Eagle, that ſhe might fly into the Wilder» 
«© neſs, into her place; where ſhe is nouriſhed for a 
« time, and times, and half a time, from the face of 
„ the Serpent.” Now the Eagle was the well known 
ſtandard of the Roman power, and might well denote the 
Roman Empire: and its being divided into Eaſtern and 
Weſtern, is finely figured under the deſcription of twa 


wings. Therefore the Woman was go int» the Wilder- 


neſs, and the Beaſt to ariſe whilſt the Weſtern Empire 
exiſted ; for after it expired the Eagle had but one wing. 


The deſtruction of the Weſtern Empire was in the year 


476 ; and conſequently the riſe ot the Beaſt muſt have 
been before that xra. And we have already aſcertained, 
that it was ſubſequent to the year 408. 

By the conqueſts made by different Barbarians» prior 
to the year 408, we find the Kingdom ot Ravenna, the 


ſole territory that acknowledged the Weſtern Emperor. 
Rome was a part of it, but the Emperor made Ravenna 
the ſeat of government, as a place of greater ſecurity. 
In the years 451, 452, and 453. Athila till farther 


weakened this d<clining power; but in the year 455, it 
received its fatal blow, from Genſeric King of the Van- 
dals. In this year he took the city of Rome, and ſacked 


it for fourteen days together; not even ſparing its moſt 


ſacred places. The Biſhop of Rome was however far 


from ſuffering in his power, from this calamity ; but on 


the 
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the contrary, it laid the foundation of his greatneſs, 
Ignorance and barbariſm was every where eſtabliſhed 
throughout what had been the Weſtern Empire. But 
* moſt of theſe canquerors became idolatrous Chriſtians 3 
and their bzing at oace illiterate and ſuperſtitious, 
made them ready to receive the moſt abſurd and extra- 
vagant doQtrines, This ſubverſion of the Weſtern Em- 
pire, was abſolutely neceſſary to the riſe of the little 


Horn; for amongſt the enlightened and poliſhed Romans, 


it could ncyer have flouriſhed. The taking of Rome in 
the vear 455, with the ravages committed, was one of 
the moſt dreadful events that had ever happened to that 
capital. By it alſo the ſolid foundation of the falſe 
Church was eſtabliſhed, and from that time we ſhall ſee 
it in the dark ages that followed, gradually riſing to its 
ſenmit. Itis in this year therefore, that | place the 
abomination that maketh detolate, and from it I ſhall 
give you a conciſe hiſtory of the Papal power 

Leo, the firſt, and firnamed the Great, was raiſed 
to the See of Rome, in the year 440. One of his pre- 
deceſſors named Damaſts, had obtained an ediQ from 
the Emperors Gratian and Valentiman, in the year 378, 
or 379, by which the power of the Biſhop of Rome, was 
greatly inlarged. But the authority claimed by the 
Biſhops of Rome, under this edict, was ſcarcely any 
where admitted, and Leo, in the year 445, therefore 
thought proper to obtain a new one, to the tame effect, 
trom Valentinian the third. In the year 451, a Council 
as held at Chalredon, of the Chriſtian Biſhops of both 
.altern and Weſtern Empires; and Leo inſtead of going 
a Perſon, ſent his Legates. They were permitred to 
reſide, and in the condemnation ot Dioſcorus a Biſhop, 
re theſe remaikable wor.s. ** Leo, the Moſt Holy 
* Acch-bithop gt great and old Rome, by us (his Dele- 
_ 2: gates) 
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« gates) and th's facred Aſſembly, together with the 
„ mof} bleſſed Apoſtle, St. Peter, who is the Rock, the 
« ground ot the Catholic Church, and the foundation of 
the true Faith bereavetb bim ot all aignty.” NO 
gre Council had before paid ſuch honors to the Bi- 
op of Rome, or ſo far admitted his ſupremacy. But 
Leo, and his Legates were extremely angry, and abſo- 
lately proteſted againſt another Decree of this Aſſ-mhly, 
which aſſerted that the See of Conſtantinopl , was hat 
in place, and equal in Dignity to that of Rome. The 
Papal power was therefore not yet abſslutely riſen, 
though on the eve of it; and this is a tarther conhrma- 
tion of the taking of Rome, in the year 455, being the 


event, from which ** the time, times, and halt a time,“ ſ 
are to take their commencement, Leo himſelf, is a cha- f 
raQter well ſuited to this ara. He was one of the ableſt, 7 
and moſt ambitious of the Biſhops of Rome. He openly wy 
claimed and aſſerted ſuperior power in ti See; and the 


very appellation of Great, by which he is handed down de 
to poſterity, is an additional proof that the Beaſt aroſe 
in his Pontificate. But when the number ot years de- 
noted by the expreſſion of time, times, and halt a 
« time,” is explained; and when the events of that 
rear in which this period expires are examined, we 
ſhall be ſtill better able, to aſcertain the truth of my | 
conjecture. 12 | 

I thall not attempt à minute detail of the progres of 
the little Horn, but confine myſe'f to its moſt leading 
features. In the year 503, T heodorick King of the 
Goths, who reſided at Ravenna, and to whom Rome was 
fubordinare, went to Rome, and preſided in an Eccleſi- 
aſtical Council, where it was for the firſt time laid down, 
that the Pope was accountable to God only ; and this, 
was in ſa, an aflcriion of his infallibiliiy. Bui though WJ hint 
3 ſupreme Eli 
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o ſupreme as to the Church, it was not till the year 755, 
p mat the Pope became a Temporal Prince, Pope Stephen 
N gb the third, a little before that time, had ſa much influence, 
Bi. to oblige Pepin King of France, to croſs the Alps, 
But and engage his enemies, the Lombards. From whom, 
900 Pepin took the Exarchate of Ravenna, and the City of 
Ny, Pentapolts, with its territory, both which he gave to 


tl Stephen and his ſucceſſors ; laying the Keys of thofe Ci- 
; ties, on the high Altar, which is raiſed over the Fomb 
of St. Peter. And this was the firſt Kingdom which fell 
to the little Horn, 

Ix the years 773, and 774, Charlemagne, the Son and 
ſaccefſor of Pepin, led a body of Forces to ſupport Pope 
Adrian, who was attacked by the Lombards, Charle- 
magne was ſucceſsful, and overtutned their Kingdom; 
which after the example of his Father, he likewiſe be- 
ſtowed to the pal power, and it was the ſecond King- 
dom that fell to the Holy See. In return Charlemagne 
was made Patricius, by teeRoman People, and no new 
Pope was to be legally elected, untill bis nomination was 
confirmed by Charlemagne. 

In the year 796, Leo the third was raiſed to the 
Papal chair. But though the Popes were now poſſeſſed 
of Ravenna, and the Kingdom of the Lombards, yet 
Rome the place of their reſidence, was governed by the 
Senate and People. Leo therefore folicited Charle- 
magne to ſubje& Rome, and beſtow it on the Popes, 
tho” in fubordination to himſelf. This application highly 


ne was irritated the Romana, and accuſing Leo ot various offen- 
zccleſi- Ces, they forced him to fly, Charlemagne thereupon 
| down, ſent him back in the year 799, with a powerful retinue ; 
nd this, and in the following year Charlemagne entered Rome 
though himfelf, and preſided in a Council of Italian and French 
upreme Biſhops ; Which Council declared that Leo's adverfa- 


C ries 
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ries could not be heurd, becauſe the Pope being the 
ſupreme judge of all men, was above being judged by 
any other than himſelf. The Pope then made a ſolemn ff 
declaration of his innocence, and was thereby acquitted. 
On which three hundred Romans, who had been his 
chief enemies were in one day beheaded, and ſome of 
the Cleagy who had accuſed him were baniſhed ; and 
Leo was of courſe moſt fully reinſtated. 
CHARLEMAGNE for all this deſerved a recompenſe 
from Leo; and the Weſtern Empire which had been an- 
nihilated in 476, was for this purpoſe at leaſt nominally 
revived The Senate and People of Rome thereupon 
created Charlemagne their Emperor; and on Chriſtmas- 
day in the year 800, he was crowned and anointed by 
Leo, who on that occaſion worſhipped Charlemagne, 
after the ſame manner as the former Roman Emperors 
were adored. The coins of Rome afterwards bore the 
Emperor's image. Charlemagne was alſo created Con- 
ſul, and his ſon Pepin was crowned King of Italy. But 
with all theſe high-ſounding titles beſtowed on Charle- 
magne and his ſon, the Pope alone was to be the folid 
gainer, Rome and its territory was preſented to Leo, 
and his ſucceſſors ; and this made the third kingdom 
which yielded to the little horn. For Rome after the 
fall oft the kingdom of Ravenna, became an independent 
Pate, and remained ſo till it was thus ſubjeQed by Leo 
and Charlemagne. Charlemagne tilt further aggran- 
dized the Pope, by obliging all the different nations 
15 which he conquered to become Chriſtians, and as a mark 
Bit: of it to pay Peter-pence to the Head of the Church, 


. and tythes to his Clergy. Thus the powerful conqueror, 
| Ty 8 who began the new Weſtern Empire, which continues 
i 18 to this day, under the general name of the Empire of 


Germany, was the great aggrandizer of the litile _ 
AH An 
| 
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And for a time, the Popes acknowledgee-the ſupreme 


power ef the ſucceeding Emperors. - 

To Leo the third is imputed the origin of kiſſing the 
Pope's Toe; and in his days Saints began to be canoni- 
zed, and pardons and indulgences to be granted. 

Lupovicus Pius, the Son and Succeſſor of Charle- 
magne confirmed all the donations of his Father and 
Grance-tather to the Holy See. In this confirmation he 
firſt names Rome, with its Dutchy, extending into Tuſ- 
cany and Campania. Then the Exarchate of Ravenna 
with Pentapolis. And laſtly the territories taken from 
the Lombards. Theſe were to be held of the Emperor 
for the uſe of the © hurch, entirely without the Empe- 
ror's medling therewith, or with the juriſdiction or 
power of the Pope therein, unleſs called thereto in cer- 
rain Caſes. From this time forth the Popes coined mo- 
ney ; the Emperor's effigy _ on one fide, and their 
own on the reverſe. From thoſe three territories, they 
had the right to a triple Crown, which they afterwards 
put on, And thus without intending it, they bear a 
conſtant memorial, that the Papal power is the little 
Horn of Daniel, and the wild Beaſt of St. John, before 
whom three Kingdoms ihould fall. 

Tr 1s aſtoniſhing, power, which was founded on ig» 
norance and ſuperſtition, was till encreaſing; till at 
length under the minority of the Emperor Henry the 
fourth it obtained its ſummit. In the year 10541, Pope 
Alexander the ſecond was eleQed, and for the firſt 
time, fince Charlemagne, the Emperor's confirmation 
was laid aſide. The Guardians of the young Henry 
thereupon called the Council of Baſil, and few but the 
Emperors friends attending, Alexander was depoſed and 
another eleded. But Alexander deſpiſed their mandates, 
and continued in his office. Hildebrand, who was Alex- 
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anders adviſer, on his death was raiſed.to the Popedom, 
under the title of Gregor7 the ſeventh, He inſtantly 
aſſerted the ſupremacy ot the Pope over all Chriſtian 


whoever dared to do ſo. So far was he from aſking the 
young Emperor to confirm his power, that, be openly 
accpſed Henty of diſobedience, by preſenting to vacant 
benefices, and ſummoned him to come before him, to 
anſwer for his conduct. And on Henry's refuſal, Gre - 
gory excommunicated and depoſed him, at the ſame 
time abſolving all his ſubjeQs from their allegiance. 


fcienees of ignorant and ſuperſitions Men that the 
Crown of the Emperor tottered on hs Head. He was 
forced to ſubmit ;- and ſet out for Italy to implore the 
forgiveneſs af the Holy Father, And Gregory, to 
ſhow the extenfiveneſs of his er, though it was in 
the dept of winter, kept the Emperor for three day 
and three nights, bare-footed. and bare-headed; before 
the gates of his Palace ;- aſter which he was admitted, 
and received the Pope's pardon. - From this period for 
ſeveral centuries, the will of the Pape, became almoſt 


the bounds of the Weſter Empire, that did not more 
or leſs experience the moſt extravagant-exertions of his 
ower. LITE 
f Towns the cloſe of the Twelfth. Century a little 
light prevaded this dreadful] darkneſs. A people called 
the Albigenſes, who inhabited parts of Piedmont and 
1 anguedock, declared againſt the Papal power and aſ- 
ſerted that Scripture alone was the true rule of con- 
duct. On this inquiſitors were ſent, to try all who aſ- 


Princes. He declared that no layman, had a right 10 
preſent to benefices, and that he would excommunicate 


Henzy at firſt deſpited theſe proceedings. But to | 
ſuch a degree had the Fapal power ariſen, over the con- 


the law of Furope ; and there was not a State within - 


ſerted 
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ſerted ſuch doftrines,: and the neighbouring Princes atfiſts 
ing the Pope, thouſands of tbeſe faithful Witneſſes of 
truth, were burned to Aſhes, or periſhed be the Sword. 
Thus began the Inquiſition; and regular Inquiſitors 
were eſtabliſhed in different Cities, as the ſupport, of the 
Papacy: from time to time required them. rs 

Ix the year 1138, a very material 2 took place 
in the election of Popes. Before this, the Pope was 
choſen by the People of Rome. But this-right was now 
transferred to the Cardinals, a Body of rgy next ia 
dignity to the Head of the Church. In 1216, it was 
alſo eſtabliſned that two thirds of ' the. Cardinals mult 
agree, before any election was valid ; and at this time 
the Cardinals were no more than ſixteen in number. 

In the year 1378, on the vacancy of the Papal chair, 
a terrible ſchiſm took place amongſt the Cardinals, and 
to the great diſgrace of their body, each party nomina- 
ted a Pope. The different nations of Chriſtendom. alſo 
divided, and ſome acknowledged the Pope who reſided 


at Rome, whilſt others believed in the mfathbilty of 


him ho fixed his reſidence at Avigaon. The death of 
one of thoſe Popes by no means ſet tied this ſchiſm < far ©- 
the Cardinals of that faction elected another, and the 
op poſite Cardinals, when — — offered followed 
the example. Two inſallible Popes were thus continued 
üll the year 1409, when a general Council was called at 
Piſa. Theſe Delegates of Chriſtendom depoſed both 
the then Popes, and elected a third. But this, fo far 
from healing the dreadful wound which bad been given 
to the - infallibility of the Papacy, only increaſed id. 
All three aſſerted, and exercifec' their power, and each 
of them found themſelves at the head of numerous par- 
tizans. 

To find a remedy ſor ſuch diſorders, the Conncil of 
Conſtance 
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Conſtance was called in the year 1414, and being one of, 
the greateſt that had ever aſſembled, its deciſion was 
carried into execution. The three Popes were depoled, 
and a new one elected; and after a little time his au- 
thority was univerſally acknowledged. But a ſevere 
blow was now given to the Papal infallibility z for it was 
at this meeting declared, that the deciſion of a general 
Council was ſuperior to that of the 1 This was 
a very different language, from that uſed by the Coun- 
cil at which Charlemagne in the year 800 Prefided ; 
where it was laid down,—That the Pope being the ſu- 
preme Judge of all Men, was above being judged by 
any other than himſelf. 

Sour time before the Council of Conſtance, Joun 
Wicxrirr, of Oxſord in England, boldly attacked the 
_ power ; and though his doQrine was condemned 
in his own Country, yet it ſpread into the Continent. 
Jon Huss of Prague, was one of Wicklift's moſt 
ſtrenuous foilowers ; and Jer oM® the diſciple of Huſs. 
was equally bold in the ſame opinion. Theſe two were 
ſummoned to anſwer for their hereſy before this Council, 


and the then Emperor Charles the fourth having promiſ- 


ed them ſafety, both attended. Huſs moſt undauntedly 
aſſerted reaſon and ſcripture, againſt the abominable te» 
nets of the Beaſt ; and being condemned to be burnt, he 
ſuffered Martyrdom in the year 1415, as did his diſciple 
Jerome ſoon aſter, notwithſtanding the promiſe of their 
Emperor. Their doQrine however ſurvived them, 
and in the next century, they were to have 8 number 

of imitators. | | 
Iv the year 1513, Leo the tenth aſcended the Papal 
Chair, He was one of the moſt voluptuous and 155 
| ve 
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ſive of Men ; and was obliged to ſeek every means, by 
which money could be raiſed. One of the greateſt ſour- 
ices of the Papal revenue was the ſale of indulgences, 
pardons, and abſolutions : and to ſuch an exceſs was 
this ariſen, that a Table was hung up in the Roman 
Chancery with the price of every crime. Dr. Robert- 
ſon, in his Hiſtory of Charles tbe fifth, gives the follow- 


ing ſpecimen,—A Deacon guilty of murder, was abſolved 


for twenty crowns. A Biſhop or Abbot might aſſaſſi- 
nate for three hundred livres. An Eccleſiaſtic might 
commit uncleanneſs, though with the moſt aggravating 
circumſtances, for the ſame ſum ; and fo of other crimes. 
Leo therefore reſolved to uſe this mode of railing money 
in the moſt extenſive manner. The uſual way was only 
to ſell pardons for paſt offences; but to diſpoſe of a 
privilege during the life of the purchaſer, to commit 
every ſpecies ot crimes, without fear of future puniſh- 
ment, muſt be infinitely more produQtive. It is true 
this was encroaching on the fund of his ſucceſſors ; bur 
Leo's wants were preſſing; and the following is a copy 
of one of thoſe Inſtruments, which I take from the 79th 
page — the 2d. volume of Robertſon's hiſtory of Charles 
the fifth. | 

* Mar our Lord Jeſus Chriſt have mercy upon thee, 
«« andabſolve thee by the merits of his moft holy paſſion. 
«© AndlI [the perſon who ſold them] by his authority, 
and that of his bleſſed Apoſtles Peter and Paul and of 


the moſt holy Pope, granted and committed to me in 


** thele parts, do abſolve thee, firſt,- from all Eceleſiaſ- 
„ tical Cenſures, in whatever-manner they have been 
incurred, and then irom all thy fins, tranſgteſſions, 
and excefſes, how enormous ſoever they may be; 
even from ſuch as was relerved for the cognizance of 
* the hely Sce: And as far as the Keys of . 
urc 
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« Church extend, I remit to you all puniſhment which 
«« you deferve in Purgatory on their account. And ! 
«+ reſtore you to the holy Sacraments ot the Church, to 
** the untiy of the Faithful, and to that innocence and 
{4 purity which you poſſeſſed at Baptiſm ; fo that when 
you die, the Gates of puniſhment ſhall be ſhut, 
and the Gates of the Paradiſe of delight ſhall 
be opened. And it yon ſhall not die at preſent, this 
„Grace ſhall remain in full force when you are at the 
„ point of death. In the name of the Father, and the 
«© Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” 

Tux fale of Indulgences had uſually been given to 
the Auguſtine Friars ; but Leo now though: proper to 
imruſt them to the Dominicans, This moſt highly of- 
fended the Arguſtines, and one of them whole” name 
was MazTtin LuTHER, determined to attack the effi- 
caey of Indulgences altogether. In his purſuit of this 
ſubject, various other things belonging to the Papacy 
appeared to him equally contrary to Scripture ; and 
- — he boldly aſſerted, that the Pope was Anti- 

riſt. 

Man v things had prepared the way for à revolt from 
the Church of Rome. Two or three Popes at a time, 
and the decifion of the Council of Conſtance, had 

iren a fatal blow to the infallibility of the Papacy. 

he liver of many of the Popes had been moſt notori- 
ouſly profligate, and their claims to peculiar piery were 
thereby rendered rediculous. But the greateſt enemy of 
all to the Papacy, was the Art of PrxinTixG, which 
had lately been found out. Before that, Books of all 
kinds were ſcarce, and very few of the Laiety could 
either Write or Read. The Prieſts therefore, to whom 
what little Knowledge was then in Chriſtendom was 
canfiaed, made their Hearers believe whatever they 
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thought proper. The whole Fabrick of Antichriſt was 


founded on the ignorance which prevailed, and with the 
increaſe of knowledge it was to moulder away. 

LurRHER ſoon found himſelf ſupported by numbers; 
and amongſt his followers, there were ſome of the higheſt 
rank, He now tranſlated the Holy Scriptures into he 
the German Language, and having Printed an Edition 
of it, Copies were had at a trivial Expence. All who 
could Read eagerly peruſed theſe Sacred Truths, which 
had been ſo long confined to the Dead Languages, and 
perveried by an avaricious and diſſolute Clergy. The 
Reformiſts therefore every Day gained Ground, and Leo 
in vain thundered out his Bulls, and lighted his Faggots. 
Zuinglius, and after him Calvin, Preached the Retor- 
mation with ſucceſs in Switzerland, Denmark and 
Sweden embraced Lutheraniſm. Multitudes in France 
were Converted ; and Henry the Eighth of England; 
though not from Religious Motiv es, in the year 1534, 
threw off the Papal Yoke. : 

Bur the Popes of the 16th and 175th Centuries, did 
not tamely ſubmit to this diminution of their power. 
All thoſe Princes who ſtill acknowledged the See of Rome, 
were encouraged to the moſt cruel Perſecutions ot ſuch 
of their Subjects as embraced the Reformation, Thou- 
ſands upon thouſands were Burned at the Stake, glori- 
ouſly preferring Death with Truth, to Life and Falſ- 
hood, Then was ſeen the ** ſcajlet Whore, drunken 
* with the Blood of the Saints :”* and the Prophet: 
character which was drawn of the Papacy in Daniel, au 
the Apocalypſe of St. John, ſeeins rather the Hiſtory, 
than the Prediction of its cruelties, But all its Hoody 
Machi nations were in vain ; and the. real power of the 
Beall, was ſoon to be no more. F 

Or all the Countries 8 en: taced the Reformati- 
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on, GaxaT BAITAIN was the moſt formidable. In- 
deed fince the Glorious Reign of Elizabeth, it has been 
the greateſt Nation of Europe, if not of the World. It 
was therefore, in fact, by the power of theſe Iſlands, 
that the Papacy received its overthrow. But before 
that was accompliſhed, many ſtruggles took place, 
The Bloody Maxx, inttigated by the See of Rome let 
looſe both fire and ſword. James the Firſt, and Lord 
and Commons of Kngland narrowly eſcaped the Gun- 
powder plot. The Proteſtant Religion was in the utmoſt 
danger on the ſucceſſion of James the Second, until it 
was reſcued by the Reyolution of 1688. And it could not 
be ſaid to be firmly eſtabliſhed, till the year 1715, when 
by the defeat of a popiſh Pretender, the Hanoverian 
ſacceſſion was confirmed on the throne, T his was not 
merely a diſpute between two competitors for a crown. 
It was a conteſt between the little Horn and the true 


Church. Had a Popiſh Prince ſucceeded he would have 


eſtabliſhed his own relrgion ; and the Proteſtant ſtates 
of the continent, wanting the ſupport of Great- Britain, 
would have been over-powered. Here then is a moſt 
marked event as to the Papacy ; and by it, in my opinion 
the period which Diniel ſays, the little Hora was to 
have power, did aQually expire. 
THe Little Horn of Daniel was to have power ſor 
a time, times, and half a time. The wild beaſt of Re- 
yelations which is clearly the ſame, was to have power 
for torty and two months, At twelve months to the year 
this is three years and one halt. And at thirty days to 
c ch month, which was the old calculation, it makes 
12590 days. This is ſill further explained in the 12th 
chapter of Revelation, in deſcribing the woman's going 
into the wilderneſs ; for by the 14th verſe, The Woman 
is nouriſhed tor a time, times, ang half a time. And 
in 
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in the 6th verſe 2 deſcription of the ſame thing is in theſe 
words : And the Woman fled into the wilderneſs, where 
* ſhe has a place prepared of God, that they ſhould 
© feed her a thouſand two hundred and thereſcore days.” 
We therefore know to a certainly, that time, times, and 
half a time, ſtands for 1260 days, and days in prophetic 
language are years Prom the year 455, to the year 
1715, is exactly that ſpace of time. A moſt marked 
event begins, and ends this period. It anſwers to the 
raiſe and decline of the Papacy. And well may the 


Woman or the true Church be ſaid to have gone into 


the wilderneſs, under Leo the Great, and to have come 
out of it, when hy the firm eſtabliſhment of the Hanove- 
rian ſucceſſion, all who ſought Truth, could with ſaſty in- 
veſtigate the Holy Scriptures, in Great-Britain. 

BuT it will be ſaid, The year 1715 is paſt, and the 
papal Power is ſtill in exiſtance, nor is the Millenium yet 
arrived. True. And fo has Scripture denoted. In the 
viith chapter of Daniel, and 26th verſe, are theſe words. 
« But the judgment ſhall fit, and they ſhall take away 
4 his dominion to deſtroy it unto the end.“ This is 
ſaid of the little Horn, after having declared, it ſhould 
have power for a time, times, and half a time. Its 
deſtruction therefore was not to be inſtant but gradual ; 
aad by two ſubſequent paſſages in Daniel, I think the 
very date of eftabliſkment of God's kingdom upon earth 
is clearly revealed. 

In the Eleventh verſe of the laſt chapter of Daniel, 
and thoſe which follow, it is thus written: And 
** from the time that the daily facrifice ſhall be taken 
* away, and the abomination that maketh deſolate ſet 
** up, there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred and ninety 
% days. Bleſſed is he that waiteth and cometh to the 
**« thouſand three hundred and five and thirty days. 
* But go thou thy way, till the end be ; for thou ſhalt 
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e reſt, and ſtand in thy lot at the end of the days. — 


The 1260 years of the little Horn's power, and theſe two 
periods take their commencement from the fame year; 
for the little Horn was the very abomination that maketh 
deſolate. The 1290 years therefore fell in the year 
1745, when a new, though ſtill more futile attempt was 
made to ſet aſide the Hanoverian ſucceſſion, and to place 
the Britiſh Sceptre in the hands of a Popiſh Prince. 
But in theſe thirty years, from the year 1715, the Pope 
had not been able to raiſe any public perſecution againſt 
Proteſtants, in any country whatſoever ; nor did he at- 
tempt to excerciſe any dominion in regard to temporal 
affairs. And though he retained his territories, and was 
acknowledged in ſeveral countries, the head of the Church, 
yet the wonderful power of the beaſt was expired. 

Tas laſt period of 1335 years, from the abomination 
that maketh defolate being ſet up, ends in the year 1790, 
and is juſt fortz-five years more than the ſecond. Daniel 
is then to ſtand in his lot, and is to be bleſſed; which 
exactly anſwers to the commencement of Millenium and 
the Firſt ReſurreQion, as deſcribed in the xxth chapter 
of Revelations. Since the year 1745, the decline of the 
Papacy has been aſtoniſhingly rapid. The Jeſuits who 
began in 1537, under Ignatius Loyola, and who were 
the great ſupport of the Romiſh ſee, in theſe latter days, 
aboliſhed, The Inquiſitions, either ſet aſide, or only 
employed as temporal courts, The preſent great and 
reſpectabſe Emperor of the Weſt, gradually overturning 
the ſmall remains of the Papal authority. The other 
day, even in Rome, the Pope defeated in a fuit for 
property. Where then is now the Power which could 
dethrone kings—abfolve ſubjeQs from their allegiance— 
raſſe immente fums by the fale of a right to commit 
offences — commit theuſands to the flames by the effica- 
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ey of its bills—and exerciſe every ſpecies of the moſt 
abſolute and dreadful tyranny ?— Has not © the Judge- 
ment ſat,” which is to annihilate the little Horn ? And 


is it not already on the point of oifſolution, ? 


Beyors I leave this part of my proof, | ſhe mention 
ſome ſigns in the Heavens, which confirm me in the 
times I have fixed on, The Aurora Borealis, or Nor- 
thern lights, were never obſerved in England betore the 
year 1716, except once, in the year 1574, and five very 
ſmall ones in the year 170%, and 17:8. But on the 
nights of the 6th, 7th, and 8th of Match, 1716, the 
moſt aſtoniſhing and brillant Aurora Borealis's illumin'd 
our hemiſphere, and was at that time conſidered, as a 
moſt extroardinary and ſuper- natural appearance. Since 
that time they have been extremely frequent, and as I 
conceive, the Judgment ſat on the little Horn from 1715, 
and is to continue till the year 1790; May not this 
wonderful, and unaccountable. diſplay in the Heavens, 
well denote the triumph of light over darkneſs ? . [The 
year 1745, was preceded by a comet, and Sir Iſaac 
Newton, has foretold the return of a very great one in 
1789. Before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and many 
other great events of antiquity, ſigns and meteors .have 
been obſerved. But I do not reſt on ſuch things for my 
evidence, though I cannot help thinking them well 


| worthy of obſervation, 


Tazxr is another prophecy of Daniel, which tells 
the time that was to elapſe, before the final deſti uction 
of the papal power. In the third year of king Belſhazar, 
Daniel, as you will find in his eigth chapter, had a 
viſion, which begins with the riſe of the Medo-Perſian 
Empire, and ends with a deſcription of the Papal power, 
which was to ſtand up againſt the Prince of princes, and 
be broken without hand. And in the thirteenth 4 
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of that chapter are theſe words, Then I heard one ſaint 
* ſpeaking, and another ſaint ſaid unto that certain 
* ſaint which ſpake, How long ſhall be the vifion con- 
« cerning the daily ſacrifice, and the tranſgreſſion of 
** deſolation, to give both the ſanctuary, and the hoſt 
* to be trodden under foot. And he ſaid unto me unto 
„two thouſand three hundred days: then ſhall the 
*« ſanQuary be cleanſed.” Now you will obſerve that the 
three periods which I have already treated of, ard which 
are ſo much ſhorter than this one, had all their date, 
from the abomination which maketh deſolate. But the 
ſaint's queſtion is, how long ſhall be the viſion concerning 
the chief things which it treats of, and we find the an- 
ſwer is conformable, being for no leſs than 2300 years. 

eſe years therefore commence at the time Daniel 
ſaw the viſion, which was 550 years before Chriſt, and 
they ended about the year 1950. The exprethon in 


eth the ſanctuary. With its fall the ſanQuary may well 
be ſaid to be cleanſing, and theſe 2 300 years do actually 
end in the laſt 45 years of the exiſtence of the little 
Horn, according to my former explanation. 
SoME will perhaps alledge, I date the 2300 years er- 
roneouſly;: I ſhall therefore give an additional reaſon 
why they muſt at all events be now expired. All muſt 
allow that theſe years commenced before the firſt great 
event contained in that viſion. - This was the riſe of the 
Medo-Perſian Empire; and it was founded by Cyrus 
536 years before Chriſt. Therefore even in this way 
the 2300 years are expired, and the SanQuary is 
now cleanſing. The Papal power has arifen, and 
paſſed its ſummit, and gone into decay, is beyond all 
doubt, That with its deſtruction, the Second __ - 
hri 


Daniel is, that at the expiration of thoſe days, the ſanc- 
tuary ſhould be cleanſed. Now it is the beaſt that defil- 
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Chrift and the Millenium will happen, is one of the cleareſt 
parts of Prophecy. That the 2300 years are expired, 
will ſcarcely be denined. That events, which mark the 
two Arſt periods I treated of, moſt wonderfully correſ- 
pond, will, I truſt, be admitted. And that the forty 
years which are paſſed of the laſt fortv-five years, are 
truly applicable, will not be denied. Add to all theſe 
proofs, the extraordinary circumſtances which have ari- 
ſen in the courſe of a few years paſt. The Hurricanes, 
Peſtilences, Famines, and Epidemic diſeaſes which have 
abounded— The Earthquakes in Calabria and Sicily, and 
ina variety of other places---The new Planet which hes 
been diſcovered—The Ball of Fire, which in 1783, was 
ſeen at the ſame time in almoſt every part of Great- 
Britain and Ireland: — Ia the ſpring of the ſame year of a 
clear night, with neither cloud nor moon, a perfe&, 
ſteady Bow, of a pale colour, but about the breadth of 
a rainbow, extended from the Eaſt to Weſt, and was ſeen 
by numbers in Ireland. —A fimilar Bow was ſeen at 


night in America the Auguſt following. — This laſt ſpring 


at noon-day, and without a cloud in the ſky, there were 
obſerved at Moſcow, Three Circles round the Sun, with 
Five ſmaller Suns, and a Crefcent under them. Beſides 
innumerable other Meteors, in various countries, though 
of leſs mantitude, 

Bron the ſecond coming of Ca x1sT, we are told 
in St, Luke, there ſhall be various aſtoniſhing things, and 
bid to look up when theſe things begin to came to pals z 
for then our Redemption draweth nigh. And ſurely we 
have every reaſon to believe that theſe are the times! 

LET US THEN WATCH, AND BY PREPARED, 


A CHRISTIAN. 
E N D, 


